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Idea for certification  
specialty originates with 
committee, individual, 
institution, division. 

Division approves idea; 
develops competencies 
for professional practice 
for that specialty area. 

ALA/APA Board approves certification 
program. 
 
ALA/APA Board appoints Certification 
Review Committee of 3-5 members for 
that specialty certification, including 
members from the proposing division(s). 

Committee on Education 
approves certification program 
for that specialty area. 

Providers develop 
coursework to satisfy the 
competencies for 
professional practice. 

Certification Review Committee approves 
providers. 
 
Certification Review Committee develops 
and validates exam. 

Providers offer 
coursework through 
variety of venues. 

Individuals take coursework, prepare for exam.

Providers submit 
application to be 
approved as provider. 

Ongoing review of certification programs by ALA/APA Board. 

Exams are offered 
throughout country Individuals pass exam, are certified by 

ALA/APA. 



 

 

 
 
 


